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Synopsis

This book presents a coherent introduction to the fundamental concepts of argumentation and
debate, argumentation theory, and critical thinking. As the title suggests, the reader learns how to
use argumentation effectively as a means of discovering what is worthy of belief and for gaining the
support of others. Now comprised of nineteen in-depth chapters, this best-selling book offers a
broad view of argumentation. The first two sections explain the field invariant concepts of critical
inquiry. These chapters feature such concepts as propositions, data, inductive and deductive forms
of argument, and fallacies. The third section examines the application of argumentation in advocacy
situations. Readers will learn about propositions of fact/value and policy, the implication of argument
fields and the narrative paradigm on the development and evaluation of argument, and the unique
rhetorical challenges involved in communication arguments. The final section offers description and
in-depth consideration of affirmative and negative strategies. In addition, the discussion of refutation

and cross-examination is comprehensive and useful to both academic debaters and non-debaters.
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Customer Reviews

This book presents a coherent introduction to the fundamental concepts of argumentation and
debate, argumentation theory, and critical thinking. As the title suggests, the reader learns how to
use argumentation effectively as a means of discovering what is worthy of belief and for gaining the
support of others. Now comprised of nineteen in-depth chapters, this best-selling book offers a
broad view of argumentation. The first two sections explain the field invariant concepts of critical

inquiry. These chapters feature such concepts as propositions, data, inductive and deductive forms



of argument, and fallacies. The third section examines the application of argumentation in advocacy
situations. Readers will learn about propositions of fact/value and policy, the implication of argument
fields and the narrative paradigm on the development and evaluation of argument, and the unique

rhetorical challenges involved in communication arguments. The final section offers description and
in-depth consideration of affirmative and negative strategies. In addition, the discussion of refutation

and cross-examination is comprehensive and useful to both academic debaters and non-debaters.

Was not the right edition that | thought it was

The book was in good condition and just like the description said, | am very happy with my

purchase.

This debate textbook covers the fundamentals for debaters and teachers alike. All of the major
issues which you will encounter are addressed. The only deficiency is a lack depth in the actual
affirmative and negative case chapters. These two chpaters could easily be entire books. But,
debaters will actually learn more details by practicing - and this book will encourage debaters to give
this activity a try. This book is worth having in your debate office. The updated edition is worth

purchasing.
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